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MEDIA RELEASE 
DENISON HALL IS LOST | OR IS IT? 

PETITION REJECTED BY IRWIN SHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 
The Irwin Districts Historical Society’s petition to save Denison Hall from demolition, and create a 
Museum of Fishing and the Sea, was narrowly rejected by Irwin Shire Council in front of a packed 
public gallery at its 24 September meeting. 
 
The vote to reject the petition was tied 4-4.  The Shire President had to use his casting vote to reject 
the petition. 
 
The expert heritage report on the Hall, commissioned by the Council, recommended keeping the 
building on its site and conserving the 1894 structure.  It outlined ways to interpret the significance 
of the Hall and its connections with the ruins of the 1867 jetty.  The report was ignored. 
 
The Society is shocked and saddened by the senseless destruction of Port Denison’s oldest building 
(on its 125th birthday), and the disregard for the local community’s fishing history and heritage.   
 
The support of the Dongara Professional Fishermen’s Association, Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage 
Association and Greenough Museum has been crucial to the morale of the Society’s members who 
personally spent weeks speaking face to face with many local residents and visitors to obtain their 
signatures on the petition.  Every signature was informed, it was freely given, and it was publicly 
visible.  To be dismissed by one councillor as a noisy minority was dumbfounding. 
 
The Society thanks councillors Kellie Wilson, Mark Leonard and Ian West for consistently supporting 
the community, its heritage and Denison Hall during the Council meeting. 
 
The battle for Denison Hall is now being taken-up by more local groups and communities in the Irwin 
Shire and the broader region.  We warmly welcome this development.  It is now moved beyond just 
a historical society issue.  It may yet widen to also include authorities beyond the Shire. 
 
Members of the Irwin Districts Historical Society remain resilient.  We have fought many battles 
before in our 55 years to ensure the patrimony we inherit can be cared for and passed on to coming 
generations.  We will continue to do so.  Denison Hall now has many champions.  The battle for 
Denison Hall is not over. 
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