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MEDIA RELEASE 
DENISON HALL IS LOST  

 
Just after midday on Friday 11 October the Irwin Districts Historical Society learnt that its request to the 
WA Heritage Council for a Protection Order to be made over Denison Hall was rejected as “not 
warranted”.  No explanation was provided.  So much for the ‘benefits’ of the new Heritage Act 2018. 
 
Demolition of the building, which had started on the 10 October, resumed and by the end of Saturday 
only the reasonably intact 1894 jarrah framework of the Bond Store still stood amongst the rubble.  For a 
brief moment, like a black swan, the old building re-emerged and stood proudly above the chaos around 
it.  The Society had long argued that the colonial-era framework would still be present.  In June, the 
Council’s own expert heritage report revealed evidence of its existence, and recommended it be retained 
and conserved on its site.  And then it was gone.  Swept away like rubbish.  It is as if it never existed.  
Denison foreshore is cleansed of the historical stain that so offended … someone. 
 
After 125 years, the Denison Hall – Fisherman’s Hall – Dongarra Beach Hall – Wool Store – Bond Store - 
Jetty Goods Shed is no more.  The long sequence of names reflects the building’s long and complex 
history.  It was a history treated with cavalier disregard. 
 
The destruction of Denison Hall represents the loss of so much more than a building.  Our fishing history 
and heritage, which was at the heart of the proposal for a Museum of Fishing and the Sea, has been 
treated with disdain.  Port Denison’s living fishing heritage, which from the 1950s transformed the shire 
economically and culturally, and the even older multi-generational social values of the Hall, infused the 
passionate community campaign to save it.  And yet petitioners were dismissed as irrelevant, 
campaigners were rubbished as a noisy minority, site protestors were outnumbered by police and private 
security guards, and wreckers now laugh at us.  Welcome to Hong Kong Port Denison in October 2019. 
 
Many people fought to save Denison Hall and what it represented.  Since November 2018 resolutions 
have been passed, petitions signed, letters written, presentations made, meetings attended, appeals 
mounted, online posts made, media releases and interviews given.  On 10 October an old Denison 
tradition of peaceful civil disobedience was revived.  All to no avail.  The Historical Society, the Dongara 
Professional Fishermen’s Association, the Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association, the Greenough 
Museum and many, many individual supporters, too many to name here, all put in a champion effort.  All 
can be proud that they stood up to be counted.  All good people and true.  Thank you all. 
 
Denison Hall is lost.  The Museum of Fishing and the Sea is dead.  But we are neither. There are lessons to 
reflect on, there is looking at other ways to acknowledge our rich and diverse fishing history, there are 
still some remnants of ‘Old Denison’ to protect, and there is keeping watch for the next heritage place 
slated by the Shire for an appointment with the wrecking ball.  The fight for Denison Hall was not in vain.  
October 10 - the Double Ten – now has a place in Irwin’s historical calendar.  Remember, remember …  
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Wednesday 9 October, 1pm Thursday 10 October, 7am 

  
Thursday 10 October, 7am Friday 11 October, 4.30pm 

  
Saturday 12 October, 11.30am Saturday 12 October 11:30am 

  
Saturday, 12 October, 6pm Monday, 14 October, 4.30pm 

 


