Irwin District Historical Society Inc
61°** Management Committee

2" Meeting
3pm, Thursday 9th October 2025, Old Police Station, Dongara

1. Opening and apologies
a. Present: Bruce Baskerville (chair), Trish Parker (minutes), Gail Spanier, Shirley
Scotter, Nan Broad, Kay Chapman, Jill Smith, Di Turnock
b. Apologies: John Vinci, Elyce Tunbridge
2. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.
3. Responsible Person Declarations
All outstanding declarations have now been made and provided to Bruce, and the ACNC
register has been updated.
4. Minutes
Minutes Acceptance of
R61/18 That the minutes of the 1st meeting of the 61st Committee held on 11t September
2025 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

Moved Nan Broad Seconded Kay Chapman
CARRIED
Actions from previous meeting:
Responsible Person Declarations — all forms received except Elyce
Banking — changes to signatories underway
OPS Roof repair — quote accepted from Featherstone Roofing
Bruce Sherwood has been advised of the Shire’s commitment to funding for the Russ Cottage roof in
the 2026/27 budget.

5. Secretary and admin matters
a. Correspondence — distributed and noted.
b. New Membership Applications — Nil

6. Treasurer and financial matters

Treasurer’s Report (Tabled) —

Current balances in each account as at 30/9/2025 are:
e General Account - $6,265.11
e Sandplain HS - $12,309.41
e Museums DGR Fund - $40,438.84
e Term Deposit - $48,255.83
e Total funds: $107,269.19

Monies Banked
Cash $1365
Books $90
$1107 total

Approvals (general)
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R61/19 That under Rule 38,

A payment of $18.70 be made to Dongara Building and Trade for light globe,

A payment of $1,705 to Midwest Garage Doors for roller door to the new shed, and
A payment of $24.09 to Winc Australia for printer services

Is approved.

Moved Jill Smith seconded Di Turnock

CARRIED

Approval of payment, roof repairs

R61/20 That under Rules 38 and 70(s) a payment of up to $1,700 to Featherstone Roofing
for roof repairs and maintenance of the Old Police Station roof is approved.

Moved Jill Smith seconded Shirley Scotter

CARRIED

Westpac debit card

R61/21 That IDHS Westpac debit card in the name of Patricia Parker be cancelled and
Westpac Bank. be requested to issue a new debit card in the name of Jillian Smith for the
use of IDHS

Moved Bruce Baskerville seconded Gail Spanier

CARRIED

Treasurer’s Report, acceptance of

R61/22 THAT the Treasurer’s Report be accepted
Moved Jill Smith Seconded Trish Parker

CARRIED

Museums DGR Committee

Bruce tabled DGR Fund Subcommittee report. Tax Office has informed Bruce that we don’t need the
subcommittee anymore, can keep it if you want but is no longer required. Bruce recommends that
we discontinue subcommittee, but perhaps still have a DGR Fund Advisory body which might include
people who are experienced in fund raising and philanthropic activities. Bruce’s paper will be further
considered at the next meeting, and the following motion is foreshadowed:

THAT

1. The DGR Fund sub-committee established by R56/49 on 11 June 2021 be discontinued,

2. The sub-committee members be advised of the discontinuance, and thanked for their
service,

3. The ATO be advised of the discontinuance,

4. The Chair is authorised to design a structure for a DGR Fund advisory body, under Rules 56
and 57, and bring this to the committee for further consideration,

5. The Chair is authorised to informally seek and approach persons with relevant experience
in charity and philanthropic fundraising and DGR regulation as part of the design process,
whether they may be considered by the committee in due course, for appointment to the
new body,
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6. The Chair is requested to develop an options paper for the committee’s consideration on
the development of Sandplain Heritage Service’s commercial operations, taking into
account Rules 34(4), 56 and 57, and

7. The Chairis to report back to the committee on parts 4, 5 and 6 of this resolution at the
February 2026 meeting.

The item was adjourned, with discussion to be resumed at the next meeting.

7. Donations
18 maps donated Denison Marine Rescue
Copy of Ancient Landmarks
The Captain’s Grandson Michael Kailis — Susie Philby
Mr Russell donated book written by his grandfather

Donations, acceptance of

R61/23 THAT the above items be accepted
Moved Trish Parker, Seconded Di Turnock
CARRIED

8. Research
Research Centre (Shirley and Gail) are assisting Anne Jeffery who is researching Ben Mason, - his
daughter married Ted Newman'’s son (Pearse partner), looking at did he come to Dongara; provided
1870 map to Catherine Dobie, she is looking for someone who worked at Yarragadee; provided
information on Stella Healy to Kathy Sam; query re Wilton pitcher; question re Pettit Lane/Pettit
Street, locals are going to the Shire; visit Rule family, enquiring about Brian Rule, a retired
policeman; Research for the Ridley family. Noted.

9. General Business

a. Estate
i. Museum visitation

Packout Room Russ Cottage OPS Total
September 158 (120 adults, 14 | 65 adults 161 (140 adults, 384
2025 children) 21 children)
August 2025 158 (145 adults, 13 | 57 adults 111 (103 adults, 8 | 326

children) children)
September 146 (Coffee and 62 102 310
2024 Car)

ii. Museum operations
OPS —roof has been repaired, problem was that the sheets of tin are rusting around
the holes, has done repairs on the nail holes, two years is what you'll get out of it,
took the gutters off. Now we need to watch the fireplace in the kitchen, he thinks
the wet wall might be rising damp. Kitchen chimney breast is not original, the room
used to be where the judge got changed.
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New storage shed is complete except for electricity, Doopa to contact Owen Kirkland
to finalise electricity connections.
SOl sprayed weeds and have been working on retic.

More archival materials are needed, and after discussion it was resolved:
Archival materials, purchase of

R61/24 Approve purchase of materials from Archival Survival up to value of 51,000
Moved Bruce Baskerville seconded Nan Broad
CARRIED

Russ Cottage — SOl responded to question about the re-roofing, said the roof
replacements will be scheduled in the 2026-27 budget. Bruce to keep an eye on it.

Trish obtained a new banner from Pixie Prints for use at Russ Cottage, and has
offered to donate it. The offer is accepted with thanks.

Packout Room — Trish fixed fire alarm. Discussion of new exhibition utilising the new
display cabinet which has come from Geraldton Museum. Jill suggested display of
boat which has been made by local artist, is made out of driftwood and gold, is
associated with the Abrolhos and Dutch East Indies, is at the Denison House art
exhibition. Jill to contact artist. Trish to take photo of ship and send it to committee.
Trish and Bruce to take cabinet down to POR. Meeting discussed displays of
maritime objects.

Nun’s Cemetery — several beekeepers have examined the hives, they won’t remove
bees as they are too deep in the pepper tree, too difficult to get them out, other
option is to put up a sign warning of bees being present.

b. Heritage
i. Data monitoring — Trish downloaded data from three sites:
9.b.i Data Monitoring
Temperature and Humidity Data for Three Sites at OPS
August and September 2025

Maximum Minimum Average
Cell 2 20.0°C / 76.9%RH 13.2°C / 49.8%RH 16.4°C / 67.4%RH
New Storage Shed 25.2°C / 82.4%RH 12.4°C / 35.9%RH 16.3°C / 73.4%RH
Trades Storage Shed | 31.1°C/ 73.4%RH 13.1°C/ 39.3%RH 20.0°C / 58.9%RH

We will collect six months of data and look at variations in temperature and
humidity at the various sites, will help make storage decisions eg Trades Shed
storage is hot and dry, should take leather out of there. Trish to purchase another
two monitors for Russ Cottage and Packout Room.
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ii. Foreshore Plan — Bruce provided advice to GHD who are doing design for
foreshore, question about the sandhiils obelisk and the light in William Street.

iii. Beyond Digitisation project — Trish has withdrawn from the project. Meeting
discussed scanning of Dongara Rags, she will start with the really old ones, report
back to next meeting

iv. Significance Project — Significance Assessor Cathy Day will visit the week starting
17 February. We have received $5000 from the National Library of Australia for the
project, which assesses our whole collection and makes recommendations for
storage, displays etc. It can then be used to apply for further funds.

v. Heritage Walk Signs Grant - Trish is working on the Heritage Trail grant project,
potentially we can add some sites along the riverwalk, and at the Nun’s cemetery.

c. Networking, training and media

i. Golden Landmarks Exhibition and Seminar — Shirl and Gail have worked very
hard preparing material for the exhibition, we will meet Friday afternoon to set
it up at the Library. Discussion re securing Di’s nun doll, making sure it is safe.
Seminar in Greenough Saturday week is already booked out, three speakers are
Nan, Gary and Bruce with Margaret Jones as MC. Trish to pick up the Big Sky
programs in Geraldton for the Big Sky festival. Elyce is doing video recording
including Q and A bits.

ii. Morning tea Yardarino School — meeting at 10am Sunday 12th, some of us to
take plates of morning tea, Trish to give a talk and has display boards

iii. Xmas period — after discussion it was agreed:

1. museums to shut down 24t December (Christmas Eve), reopen
Friday 2.

2. Volunteer lunch to be held at the pub Thursday 4 December
12.15pm, Shirl to make booking. IDHS to buy the food, attendees
buy their own drinks.

3. Sundowner to be held Friday 12 December, included thanks
presentation to people involved in construction of the shed, Trish to
maintain a list for people we want to ask. Also Gail to do a
presentation of flag design options, choose between two.

d. Any other business
i. Cam Sojan contacted us, he is a descendent of Sojan and Grace Singh and very
interested in the topic. Jill to reply, explain that she developed a research
paper if he was interested in it, and if he has any questions he can follow up
with Jill.
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10. Closure of 2nd meeting
There being no further business the chair declared the meeting closed at 5.13pm

Minutes confirmed under Rule 55(4)

Bruce Baskerville
Chair

IDHS Management Committee, Meeting 61,/02



