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3rd Meeting 
3pm, Friday 14th November 2025, Old Police Station, Dongara 

 

1. Opening and apologies 

a. Present: Bruce Baskerville (chair), Trish Parker (minutes), Gail Spanier, Shirley 

Scotter, Nan Broad, Jill Smith, Di Turnock, Elyce Tunbridge 

b. Apologies: John Vinci, Kay Chapman 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Elyce Tunbridge declared interest in the Old Yardarino School item 

3. Responsible Person Declarations 

All have been updated.  

4. Minutes 

Minutes Acceptance of 

R61/25 That the minutes of the 2nd meeting of the 61st Committee held on 9th October 2025 

be accepted as a true and accurate record.   

Moved Jill Smith    Seconded Gail Spanier 

CARRIED 

Actions from previous meeting: 

We have received the new Westpac debit card; have received storage material from Archival 

Survival; are awaiting the electricity to be connected in the new Storage Shed; scan of the 

Rag will be tested by Trish 

 

5. Secretary and admin matters  

a. Correspondence – Cam Sojan, a descendant of Sojan Singh, has contacted IDHS. Jill 

and Bruce have had considerable correspondence with him. He is very interested in 

the work, wants to make a donation. Jill sent The Big Project aims and objectives, 

and summary from ACNC website. Possible he will come to Dongara next year and 

may reconnect with Sojan families. 

b. New Membership Application – Nathan Hopkins 

R61/26 Acceptance of new membership, Hopkins, Nathan 

Moved Jill Smith Seconded Elyce Tunbridge 

That Nathan Hopkins be accepted as Ordinary member. 

CARRIED 

 

6. Treasurer and financial matters  

Treasurer’s Report (Tabled) –  

Current balances in each account as at 30/10/2025 are: 

• General Account - $17,704.2 

• Sandplain HS - $12,309.41 

• Museums DGR Fund - $22,551.01 

• Term Deposit - $48,255.83 

Total funds - $100,820.45 
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Museums Income October summary 

Packout Russ Cottage OPS Books Merchandise Total 

$596.1 $93.2 $297.5 $135 $20 $1141.8 

 

i. Approvals (general) 

Moved Jill Smith, seconded Bruce Baskerville 

R61/27 That under Rule 38, 

- A retrospective payment of $45.70 be made to Dongara Building and Trade for light 

globe 

- Reimbursement to Trish Parker for purchase of ramp from Ramp It Up $2,700 

- CARRIED 

ii. Insurance -  look into AMAGA providing volunteer insurance, $90 a year 

Action: Trish 

Need email to Anthony at Gallagher Insurance to inform of Jill being Treasurer. 

ACTION: Trish 

Discussion on whether public liability insurance coverage incldes OPS, Russ Cottage, Packout 

Room and Yardarino School, we have been informed verbally that we are covered but we 

need it in writing.  

ACTION: Jill 

iii. New bookshelf for OPS reception area: can buy them as flatpack from Ikea, will match 

bookcase that is there. Trish can buy it in Perth. 

Bookshelves, Approval to Purchase 

R61/28 Approval is given to purchase another bookshelf up to $400 with funds to from 

the General Account 

Moved Trish Parker seconded Jill Smith 

CARRIED 

iv. Zeller eftpos terminal – Jill has researched, is Australian product, costs $200 purchase, 

1.4% of purchase – we want two, will set up in OPS and Packout, allows Eftpos for entry 

donations and purchases 

Zeller Eftpos, Approval to Purchase 

R61/29 Approval is given to purchase two Eftpos terminals $200 each, funds from the 

general account 

Moved Shirley Scotter Seconded Gail Spanier 

CARRIED 

v. Fall at Russ Cottage – Gail had a fall recently on the large crack in the Russ Cottage 

verandah, discussed actions. Trish to request Karen Watherston, OHS Agent with the 

Shire, to inspect it and give advice 

 

7. Donations – acceptances, requests for more information, etc 
 – Seagull motor instruction guide – donated by Alan and Juliana O’Brien 
- dolls to go to Perenjori or Carnamah – Shirley is actioning 
- Dreamtime Journey by Joan Lever, she worked at Dominican Ladies College in 1969, 
donated the book to IDHS via John Vinci 
- Barbara Miller – sketch of church – do we have one already, Trish to check 
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Donations, Acceptance of  
R61/30 Donations be accepted 
Moved Di Turnock Second Gail Spanier 
CARRIED 

 
8. Research inquiries – Knowler, Stack, convict bell, Brand Plaque 

Shirley and Gail gave report: Mrs Rule NSW put in contact with Rules of Dongara. Wilton 

looking for a pitcher donated M Wilton. Spencers looking for Smith grave Parkfield, request 

info on Pete Baker to find grave. Fremantle old goal request re Curfew bell at St Johns 

church. Information on Albertus Bain for library display. Fitzgerald family, looking for burial 

sites Irwin. Hunt, Herbert, Metcalf trees for Jessie May Dongara. New owners B Kibblewhite 

of "Six Chimneys" visit. Info on Michael Fitzgerald of Strawberry. Brand family tree for Brand 

relative. Query "Ring of Stones" in letter found Penny's Papers. Visitor. Visit Nola Holt re 

Criddle. Visit, donor "Osborn diary”. To send Bev Sharp's talk on same. 

Descendent looking for Brand Plaque and couldn’t find it, Elyce suggested we put it on 

google maps as Monument. 

ACTION: Elyce.  

Noted 

 

9. General Business 
a. Estate 

i. Museum visitation 
 

 Packout Room Russ Cottage OPS Total 

October 2025 187 (144 adults, 43 
children) 

50 (43 adults, 7 
children) 

179 (135 adults, 
44 children) 

416 

September 
2025 

158 (120 adults, 14 
children) 

65 adults 161 (140 adults, 
21 children) 

384 

October 2024 
 

187 65 140 392 

 
ii. Museum operations – discussed distribution of Museum pamphlets, could distribute to 

Poppies, Sunset Takeaway, service stations (they are already distributed to caravan 
parks and the Visitors Centre) 
OPS – IDHS member Bev Sharp suggested exhibition on early settlers of Irwin Valley 

tying in with bus trip to Irwin Valley including Yardarino School. Trish suggested we 

could have exhibition of early settlement/Indigenous displacement, could put it up as 

new display in War Room. Meeting recommended write letter to Bev thanks for the 

suggestion, we will look at display at a later date, and tour sometime next year. 

ACTION: Trish to write to Bev 

Packout Room – ship is on display, it looks great, has story next to it and contact details. 

Jill suggested we might buy it at the end of the exhibition. We will discuss it again at the 

end of display period (end January), gather information about visitor and volunteer 

responses to it.  Meeting discussed displaying artworks on loan, sponsor prize for theme 

piece, might be a good collaboration.  
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 - Pullin the Pots transcripts – Trish has placed them on the desk in the Packout Room 

for volunteers to read 

Yardarino School – have had a request from Emily Tapscott to conduct a wedding at the 

school on 22 August 2026. Discussed that we would just provide the venue and the 

toilet. We don’t have a lease on it yet, eventually we could set base rate but at the 

moment we could ask for donation and request reimbursement for preparation of the 

grounds. Discussed and agreed.  

iii. Heritage 

i. DGR Fund Subcommittee – paper has been circulated, has seven recommendations.  

Bruce led discussion on establishing advisory panel, DGR fundraising through 

community engagement, bequests, and prospectuses, and registering Sandplains 

Heritage Services as a business name. DGR Subcommittee, Approval to Discontinue  

R61/31 That IDHS discontinue the existing DGR Fund Subcommittee, and begin 

designing an advisory structure to assist IDHS in developing the Fund’s potential and the 

commercial functions of Sandplain Heritage Services.  

Moved Bruce Baskerville, seconded Shirley Scotter 

CARRIED 

Action: Bruce to report to the next meeting. 

ii. Brand Display – library volunteers are very keen for a display to replace the Golden 

Landmarks, we will replace it with a Brand display, we already have material on it. 

Discussion of displays at the Library. Plan is to retain the glass display cabinet (it was 

purchased for the Conference); have two displays a year (spring and autumn); History 

Research Centre in charge of displays. Could aim for peak visitor times. We will set the 

Brand display up for Easter, and we will want to loan the Brand bust for six months.  

 ACTION: Bruce to liaise with Library re display  

   iii.Books – Trish provided a number of new and second hand books to the Library to 

boost their local history collection. Also supplied books on commission to the Post 

Office so that is another outlet for our books other than the museums and online, used 

to be a practice but we haven’t done it since Covid.  

IDHS had previously agreed to purchase Sandplains War Book 2 by Graham McKenzie-

Smith for our collection through Shire of Irwin, it has arrived and costs $105 

ACTION: Trish to arrange purchase. 

iv.  Dongara Heritage Walk – Trish had circulated information on updates to the Walk, 

discussed QR code subscription. Meeting agreed for Trish to proceed with design, 

construction and functionality. 

v. Christmas cards – two cards designed by Gail and two astrophotography over 

Yardarino School, Kick Solutions quote is $270 for 120 cards. 

Cards, Approval for Printing 

R61/32 Approval for expenditure of up to $270 from the General Account for printing 

four designs of cards through Kick Solutions 

Moved Nan Broad, seconded Jill Smith 

CARRIED 
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vi. Golden Landmarks summary – report by Bruce and Gary Martin has been circulated, 

feedback was universally positive, hopeful we can do continue to do something as Big 

Sky Fringe Festival 

vii. James Drumond Wildflower Walk – Bruce has submitted official form with Lands 

Dept, Midwest Gascoyne region on use of area seeking agreement to use land for 

community science project. 

b. Networking, training and media 
i. Xmas lunch – at Dongara Hotel at 12.30pm on 4th December. IDHS to pay for food, 

volunteers pay for drinks. 
Sundowner – at OPS 4.30pm pm 12th December. Present stubby holders and 
certificate to volunteers who assisted with construction of new storage shed and 
repair of theatre chairs. Hold meeting at 2pm meeting. 

c. Any other business  
Nil 

10. Closure of 3rd meeting 
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 4.50pm. 
 

Minutes confirmed under Rule 55(4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Baskerville 

Chair 

 
 


