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4th Meeting 
2.30pm, Friday 12th December 2025, Old Police Station, Dongara 

 

1. Opening and apologies 

a. Present: Elyce Tunbridge (chair), Trish Parker (minutes), Gail Spanier, Shirley Scotter, 

Nan Broad, Jill Smith, Di Turnock, Kay Chapman 

b. Apologies: John Vinci, Bruce Baskerville 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes 

Minutes Acceptance of 

R61/33 That the minutes of the 3rd meeting of the 61st Committee held on 14th November 

2025 be accepted as a true and accurate record.   

Moved Gail Spanier   Seconded Di Turnock 

CARRIED 

4. Secretary and admin matters  
a. Correspondence – distributed 
b. New Membership Applications –  

 
5. Treasurer and financial matters  

a. Treasurer’s Report (Tabled)  
Current balances in each account as at 31/11/2025 are: 

• General Account - $17,704.2 

• Sandplain HS - $12,309.41 

• Museums DGR Fund - $22,551.01 

 

Museums Income November summary 

Packout Russ 

Cottage 

OPS Books Donation Merchandise Other Total 

$199.6 $63 $316.25 $70 $10,069.86 $ $84.60 $10,803.31 

 
Approvals (general) 

R61/34 That under Rule 38 approval for a payment of $187.11.70 be made to Dongara 

Drilling and Electrical for the supply and fitting of LED lights to OPS 

Moved Di Turnock seconded Kay Chapman 
CARRIED 
Treasurer’s Report, acceptance of 

R61/35 THAT the Treasurer’s Report be accepted 

Moved Jill Smith Seconded Gail Spanier 

CARRIED 

 

Broad form Liability Insurance – contract has been adjusted to cover all IDHS four museum 
sites 

b. Any other matters: Cam Sojan donated $10,000 (DGR), and has been in 
communication about being recognised. 

Thanks to Jill for all the work  
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6. Donations – acceptances, requests for more information, etc  

Sea glass, books, photo from Jill Thomas 
 
Donations, acceptance of  

R61/36 THAT the above items be accepted 

Moved Nan Broad, Seconded Trish Parker 

CARRIED 

 
7. Research inquiries  

Query from Emily Tapscott about weddings that have been held at Yardarino School 
weddings; visit from Harcourts, asking about land New Norcia; information day at Rec 
Centre, Gina owns old farm where is going but it is nowhere near James Drummond 
Wildflower Walk; friend of Julie Nunn is looking at cricket pitches; visit from Alcock, question 
about chip maker (in Russ Cottage), they used to have the little shop where Green Bean is. 
Noted. 
 

8. General Business 
a. Estate 

i. Museum visitation 
 
 

 Packout Room Russ Cottage OPS Total 

November 
2025 

91 (82 adults, 9 
children) 

33 adults 102 (98 adults, 4 
children) 

226 

October 2025 187 (144 adults, 43 
children) 

50 (43 adults, 7 
children) 

179 (135 adults, 
44 children) 

416 

November 
2024 

104 (102 adults, 2 
kids) 

53 124 (108 adults, 
16 kids) 

281 

 
 

ii. Museum operations 
OPS – Zeller has been set up, Trish has purchased bookshelf from Ikea and has set it 

up (thanks Doopa); volunteer Cathy Harley is working on photographing and 

auditing the Rowland Collection which is stored in the New Storage Shed; Trish 

updated our books for sale on webpage; Gail noted that part of floorboard in 

Convict Room is missing, may need repair 

Russ C – crack in concrete has been repaired by Doopa, reported to Shire 

Yardarino school – Di and Graeme are looking at putting a mantle around the 

fireplace, using Greenough School as guide, may use a short mantle rather than one 

that runs to the floor 

 

b. Heritage 

i. Dongara Heritage Walk – Trish and Bruce met with Mark Jones, have 

approval to proceed, are liaising with Talbot Walsh who are making plaques on 

poles and will transport them up 
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ii. Pettit Lane outcome – Bruce distributed note that Shire had heeded request 

to retain former name of Pettit Lane 

iii. Visit by Sojan descendants – Jeannie and Roy Singh came down from 

Geraldton, Roy is great grandson of Sojan, here for 2-3 hours, met with Jil land 

Bruce who showed them the Sikh exhibition and talked about the family. They 

have a few photos.  

iv. Significance project – Cathy Day is the assessor who will visit in Mid 

February to assess our collection, funded by National Library of Australia 

v. Local Heritage Survey Review – SOI has bee unsuccessful in securing funding 

for finalising this project, so the Survey review commenced in 2022 will remain 

incomplete.  The new Local Planning Scheme will therefore include the existing 

heritage list, and data sheets will not be updated.  

c. Networking, training and media 
i. Xmas sundowner – at OPS, catered by Sunset Takeway, presentation of 

certifications 
ii. Certificates of Appreciation: 

 

Moved Bruce Baskerville, seconded Nan Broad 
R61/37 Certificates of Appreciation, and Common Seal, execution of a document 

1. THAT in accordance with Rules 81(1), 73(2) and (3): 
a. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Doopa Parker, Dave Walker, 

Don Whyatt, Boots George, Owen Kirkland  for the construction and 
furnishing of the new storage facility at the Old Police Station Dongara, 

b. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Doopa Parker, Trish Parker, 
c.  Peter Austin, Phillip (Curly) Davis, Colleen Austin for conservation works 

and landscaping works at Old Yardarino School, Yardarino, 
d. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Peter and Shirley Baker for 

ongoing mowing and maintenance over many years of the grounds of Old 
Yardarino School, Yardarino, and 

e. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Doopa Parker, Peter Austin, 
Phillip (Curly) Davis, Colleen Austin for conservation and landscaping works 
at the Nun’s Private Cemetery, St Dominic’s Priory Dongara 

2. The sealing of the certificates of appreciation with the common seal is hereby 
authorised, and 

3. Bruce Baskerville and Elyce Tunbridge are authorised to execute the documents 
and sign each document attesting that each was sealed in their presence. 

CARRIED. 
 

d. Any other business  
Two versions of the flag designed by Gail will be on display at the Xmas Sundowner 
and people to indicate which ones they choose 

 
9. Closure of 3rd meeting 

There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 4.30pm. 
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Minutes confirmed under Rule 55(4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Baskerville 

Chair 
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ATTACHMENT 

 

 
Common Seal, Certificates of Appreciation 

Issue: Certificates of appreciation to be conferred on volunteers, with the sealing of the 
certificates to be authorised by the committee. 
Recommendation: 
Moved Bruce Baskerville, seconded Nan Broad 
Common Seal, execution of a document 

4. THAT in accordance with Rules 81(1), 73(2) and (3): 
a. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Doopa Parker, Dave Walker, 

Don Whyatt, Boots George, Owen Kirkland  for the construction and 
furnishing of the new storage facility at the Old Police Station Dongara, 

b. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Doopa Parker, Trish Parker, 
c.  Peter Austin, Phillip (Curly) Davis, Colleen Austin for conservation works 

and landscaping works at Old Yardarino School, Yardarino, 
d. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Peter and Shirley Baker for 

ongoing mowing and maintenance over many years of the grounds of Old 
Yardarino School, Yardarino, and 

e. Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon Doopa Parker, Peter Austin, 
Phillip (Curly) Davis, Colleen Austin for conservation and landscaping works 
at the Nun’s Private Cemetery, St Dominic’s Priory Dongara 

5. The sealing of the certificates of appreciation with the common seal is hereby 
authorised, and 

6. Bruce Baskerville and Elyce Tunbridge are authorised to execute the documents 
and sign each document attesting that each was sealed in their presence. 

Background:  
The first certificates of appreciation to be conferred under our current constitution were 
authorised by the committee on 22 July 2020 after being conferred at a sundowner on 10 
July by Graham Grundy and Nan Broad.  The citation in these certificates was: in recognition 
of their generous contributions to the restoration of the railway trolleys and to the 
construction of the trolley shelter.  Other certificates of appreciation have been conferred 
under the seal of the Society since then. 
 
Proposal: 
Certificates of appreciation be conferred upon the volunteers and businesses who donated 
materials, labour and/or expertise during 2025 on the new storage facility at the Old Police 
Station, conservation and landscaping works at Old Yardarino School and conservation and 
landscaping works at the Nun’s Cemetery, with the conferrals to be made at the 2025 
Yuletide sundowner. 
 
Conclusion 
Certificates of appreciation listed in the recommendation be authorised under the seal of 
the Society, and the certificates be conferred at the 2025 Yuletide sundowner. 
 


