Irwin District Historical Society Inc
61°** Management Committee

7th Meeting
3.00pm, Friday 10th April 2026, Old Police Station, Dongara

1. Opening and apologies

a. Present: Bruce Baskerville, Trish Parker (by zoom), Shirley Scotter, Nan Broad, Jill

Smith, John Vinci, Gail Spanier, Di Turnock, Kay Chapman, Elyce Tunbridge

b. Apologies:
2. Declarations of Interest Nil
3. Minutes

R61/46 MINUTES, ACCEPTANCE OF

That the minutes of the sixth meeting of the 615 Committee held on 13" March 2026 be

accepted as a true and accurate record.

Moved Gail Spanier, seconded Di Turnock

CARRIED

i Actions from last meeting agenda — re speakers from the drive in, Mark Jones from
the Shire is going to see if there is still one attached to the pole; Trish to put up pin
board; re John Fitzhardinge’s award, Jenny Fitz has sent quite a lot of info, and John
has sent photos of boards at coop; SOI looking to have policy on public
memorials/signs, Bruce has questioned whether there will be input to the draft

ii. Any business arising not otherwise covered in the minutes - Nil

4. Secretary and admin matters

a. Correspondence — LotteryWest appointment, Bruce, Nan and Jill went to the
meeting, it was same person as Bruce talked to Geraldton two years ago, we had
done all the things they wanted etc, now Bruce to login to Lotteries page. She was
pleased we had done what they had wanted, shows that we were serious. School
visits, Trish to send note to volunteers for school visits with details; coal specimen at
the WA Museum, can’t be located at this time, they are looking into it. Noted.

b. New Membership Applications — Janette Jones, Cathy Harley

R61/47 Acceptance of new memberships: Jones, Janette; Harley, Cathy
Moved Bruce Baskerville seconded Nan Broad
CARRIED

5. Treasurer and financial matters
Treasurer’s Report (Tabled) —
Approvals (general)

R61/47 That under Rule 38 the following payments be approved:
Synergy 5187.17, Sunset Takeaway 560, Cleaning 5120.
Moved Jill Smith seconded Shirley Scotter
CARRIED
Treasurer’s Report, acceptance of
R61/48 THAT the Treasurer’s Report be accepted
Moved Jill Smith Seconded Gail Spanier
b. Any other matters
6. Donations — acceptances, requests for more information, etc
Tapscott — Dongara School materials
Ellendale Collection — Trish put together document showing where objects are displayed,

Nan provided it to Ross Oliver, he is happy with that. Thanks Nan for sorting that out
Donations, acceptance of
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R61/49 THAT the following objects be accepted
Moved Shirley Scotter Seconded Di Turnock
CARRIED

7. Research inquiries
Shirley and Gail have been researching PC Patten; Sloper; Morris , they had the Coffee Tree
Bruce has been researching change of flow in Irwin River following facebook post about
people digging out the riverbank. Bruce researched work by Benny Hope and Don Barrett
where attempt to change flow of river. Have references in Don Barrett interview re digging
to put channel back where it was, reference to a hand drawn map, Survey Field Book,
appears Benny Hope read it and decided the river bank was in the wrong place. River mouth
is where is was, they did a lot of work blocking off. John Fitz said Dawson used to excavate
sand from there, a whole lot of urban myths tied up in that, could be related to landfill
behind RC and in the harbour.

8. General Business

a. Estate
i. Museum visitation
Packout Room Russ Cottage OPS Total
March 2026 77 (69 adults, 8 25 adults 31 (30 adults, | 132
children) child)
February 2026 | 110 (97 adults, 13 19 (17 adults, 2 53 (52 adults, 1 182
children) children) child)
March 2025 69 (62 adults, 7 43 (39 adults, 4 57 adults 169
children) children)

ii. Museum Operations

Russ C: Colleen is doing cleaning at Russ C, is using one of our vacuum

cleaners. Suggested that in the child’s bedroom where walls have

deteriorated best not to bang right up against it. Snake lady said it is a good

idea to have dust against the wall so you can see snake and rodent tracks.

Lectern artwork — resolution to do the competition, want to put it on hold

for a while, needs a bit more thinking about, defer it for the time being

b. Heritage

1. Gas History Project — Gail is colour coding the different companies in the research
material so we can pick them out easily. Where copy hasn’t been good quality, has
been noted, comprehensive, each page is independent. Interim report is due in
three months. Shirl looking at who owns the land, also noted Mitsui has lineage to
17thC, has operations in the Middle East. Michelle has made maps in chronological
order of tenements, shows it gets more and more complex, she also produced a
series of the seismic surveys. Noted that IDHS went on tour organised by Freya with
bus and driver from New Leaf Connect, saw old WAPET facility, decommissioning all
that land, will be sold to surrounding farmer. Not much heritage left, be interesting
if some of it could be kept. Then went to Corybas, then North Hub up on Milo Rd;
back way to Waitsia past the timber carbon capture project, then to Waitsia.
Particularly interesting because something had tripped that day so he could explain
why the flame was flaring etc, about 2.5 hours, got some big pictures, Freya sent
photos to us.
2. Clocks — clock man has come, fixed the two clocks in OPS. It is nice to hear them
tick, bit erratic but it doesn’t matter, apparently the train at the train station set the
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clock, then later the convent started to set its rings according to the railway, and the
shifts at the old mill. Has done the Napoleonic clock 1830s at Russ C, was missing a
piece (clock was stolen from Russ C, was gone for years, and then anonymously
dropped off). Darren the clock man said it is granite, is very valuable clock, took him
a long time to procure the missing piece, eventually tracked it down. Bruce said he
could invoice us but we haven’t received it yet. Cathy is the clock mistress at Russ C,
she winds it very week, it has a very quiet tick. Meeting agreed to let Darren have a
go with the Roads Board clock. Bruce to write a letter of thanks to him and offer him
the Roads Board clock.

3. Heritage Walk plaques — Bruce distributed photos of the plaques to the meeting.
Trish and Doopa to install the plaques next week, will take photos of installation of
plagues

4. Significance Project — Trish has been working on this. Two particular collections
have been identified as of State significance and are being assessed:

-Charlie Ellery Collection of Aboriginal Objects from the Western Desert —
documents with photos have been sent to WA Museum for assessment

- Police Collection — documents with photos have been sent to WA Police Museum
for assessment.

Also of potential National Significance are Rur Singh Journals. State Significance —
Gertie Rowland World War | Collection.

5. Logue Journals — Nan presented two volumes of Logue journals which have been
printed by Hesperian Press. Two diaries missing, possibility they may be published
in the future. Nan donated the books to the IDHS, also donated copies to Greenough
and Geraldton Library.

Logue Diaries, acceptance of donation

R61/50 THAT IDHS accept the donation by Ross Oliver of two volumes of the

facsimile Logue Diaries, and Bruce Baskerville to write a letter of appreciation to Mr

Oliver
Moved Nan Broad Seconded Kay Chapman
CARRIED

Nan explained that anyone who wants to research or purchase the book should
approach Nan. In the Geraldton Library they are treated like a rare book and must
have a person in attendance. Nan will take those away and will bring back a signed
one in their place. On behalf of IDHS Bruce thanked Nan for the huge effort in
transcribing and publishing the diaries.

c. Networking, training and media
1. Chapter meeting — meeting 16" May at the Marine Rescue Hall in Port Denison,
Trish is Chapter Convenor. We will have a morning tea at Yardarino School on
Sunday morning.
2. Kay Chapman —Kay is leaving but is available to continue on the committee until
the AGM. From now until the AGM we have the Friday meeting 1.30pm, this will
allow Kay to travel and attend.

d. Any other business - nil

9. Closure of 7th meeting
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 4.22pm

IDHS Management Committee, Meeting 61/07 3



Irwin District Historical Society Inc
61°** Management Committee

Minutes confirmed under Rule 55(4)

[signed]

Bruce Baskerville
Chair
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