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5th Meeting 
3.02pm, Friday 13th February 2026, Old Police Station, Dongara 

1. Opening and apologies 

a. Present: Bruce Baskerville, Elyce Tunbridge (by zoom), Trish Parker (minutes by 

zoom), Shirley Scotter, Nan Broad, Jill Smith, Di Turnock, Kay Chapman, John Vinci, 

Bob Cail (observer) 

b. Apologies: Gail Spanier 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes 
4. Minutes Acceptance of 

R61/38 That the minutes of the 4th meeting of the 61st Committee held on 12th December 

2025 be accepted as a true and accurate record.   

Moved Nan Broad  Seconded Di Turnock 

CARRIED 

 
5. Secretary and admin matters  

a. Correspondence – distributed previously 
b. New Membership Applications - Brett Kibblewhite, Graham Spanier, Michelle Stokes 

New Memberships, Applications 
R61/39 That application for membership by the following people be accepted: 

Kibblewhite, Brett; Spanier, Graham; Stokes, Michelle  

Moved Nan Broad  Seconded Di Turnock 

CARRIED 

 
6. Treasurer and financial matters  

a. Treasurer’s Report (Tabled) -  
Treasurer’s Report, acceptance of 

R61/40 THAT the Treasurer’s Report be accepted 

Moved Jill Smith Seconded Di Turnock 

CARRIED 

 
7. Donations – acceptances, requests for more information, etc  

 

Trish Berridge – Samuel Phillips illuminated address 

Photos of Francis Road – Bev Sharp 

Wendy Horn funeral booklet – Bruce Baskerville 

Little cupboard at Packout Room – Bruce Baskerville – from 1953, well known cabinet 

makers that would make it as a set, top of it is a boat seat, that was the bedside table at Big 

Pigeon 

Donations, acceptance of 

R61/40 THAT the objects itemised above be accepted 

Moved Shirley Scotter Seconded Trish Parker 

CARRIED 

 

8. Research inquiries  
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Shirley – Joan Stafford donated book that was a Sunday School Prize presented by Rev 
Bickford, associated with Wagin, Trish to contact museum 
- Shirley has been doing Dempster family tree 
– had a visit from GWN looking for pictures of drive in 
– Marge Buckley’s grand daughter wanted photos of Marj 
-Outback Grave Markers have been looking for information re Yardarino and Strawberry -  
-Sue Mearns SOI found a document re: land grant documents for George Shenton land – 
Bruce advised to take it to Karl Monaghan 
-Quilting Group’s Alison Fosbery requested IDHS present a small display at the Hanging of 
the Quilts to showcase Denison House, Trish to respond in agreeance 
-Trish has been working with RSL on recording their pictures 
-Coffee Tree people would like board and information – Bruce gave USB of photos to Chuck 
 

 
9. General Business 

a. Estate 

i. Museum visitation 

 Packout Room Russ Cottage OPS Total 
January 2026 137 (91 adults, 46 kids) 80 (70 adults, 10 kids) 79 (57 adults, 22 kids) 296 
December 2025 63 (57 adults, 6 kids) 20 (17 adults, 3 kids) 31 (25 adults, 6 kids) 114 
January 2024 102 (84 adults, 18 kids) 63 (53 adults, 10 kids) 54 219 
December 2024 45 (44 adults, 1 child) 8 (7 adults, 1 child) 53 (35 adults 8 kids) 154 

 

Facebook – we now have 1800 followers 
Last 28 days: 46,577 views of posts and 791 interactions,  
In November we had 54,000 views of Fred Burton’s video 
Last week, 24,000 views on post about Clem Hill donations 

 
ii. Museum operations 

OPS – two new bookshelves 

Russ C –  

Packout Room – ship sculpture, has been a nice talking piece, meeting agreed to 

return to the artist; National Trust of Geraldton has two other plinths, Bruce to pick 

them up 

Yardarino School – Pete has installed window latches, wants to paint facia but need 

cherry picker, John to Chris Collier who lives nearby; Bruce has approached company 

re restoration front door and fanlight, Bruce Sherwood will do the drawings, Bruce 

will report back 

b. Heritage 

1. Library exhibition take-down/replacement exhibition/BigSky – time to take down 
Golden Landmarks, we talked about replacing with another one but gas project has 
come along so we will take it down and potentially do a new one for Big Sky. Bruce 
to liaise.  
2. Lectern – we would like an IDHS badge – should we have a competition of 3D, 
commission someone to do it, art prize proposal, this is the criteria, has to be 
recognisable and fit this space – have a think about it, how we might pitch it, could 
go further afield 
3. Shire President meeting: Bruce had informal meeting with Isabelle,  
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(a) emphasised how long it has been since we had a lease, we are spending money 
on the buildings and the grant bodies want to know that the lease condition is 
secure, is bad practice to niot have current lease, she promised to bring it up at next 
meeting with CEO. OPS and Yardarino have to be signed off to by the Minister 
because they are Crown Land. 
(b) Pavilion at Denison will be demolished, have a proper decommissioning of it, 
Councillors had informally agreed, she could finish the day by formally closing the 
building – we had suggested that floor of new one include outline of the old one, 
just make different colours in the floor paving, Mark Jones said they took GPS 
readings of the old hall, could do the same thing  
(c) Freeman of the Shire, honour roll is out of date and needs to be updated, only 
one Freeman, we have the Gillam document and of the award ceremony, lots of 
councils give freeman awards- any council can have a policy about awards, suggest 
Irwin Shire Council consider developing a policy and re-instating the Freeman 
honour. 
4. Gas history contract – Bruce has been liaising with Mitsui re intellectual property 
and copyright, have reached agreement on wording, as below: 
"Subject to the terms and conditions of this Contract, the Company grants the 

Contractor a royalty-free, perpetual, non-exclusive, non-sublicensable, worldwide 

licence to use (including to modify, adapt, copy and distribute) the Company's New 

Intellectual Property contained in the Deliverables. Nothing in this clause transfers 

or grants the Contractor any right, title or interest in or to any of the Company's 

New Intellectual Property except as expressly provided under this clause." Meeting 

agreed to the wording and proposal and now can proceed. Second signatory to be Di 

Turnock. 

Gas Project, acceptance of amendments and signing of contract  

R61/41 THAT amendments to the Gas Project be accepted and contract be signed 

Moved Bruce Baskerville Seconded Jill Smith 

CARRIED 

5. Dongara Heritage Walk – Talbot Walsh has produced design, Bruce and Trish are 
doing final checks and then the plaques will be produced 
6. Significance project – Cathy Day the Significance Assessor will be here next week 

from Wednesday afternoon to Saturday. She would like to meet the committee and 

volunteers at an afternoon tea on Wed afternoon, Trish to organise bakery cakes 

and things. 

7. Sandplain Heritage Service – have had the name registered as our business name, 

have to renew it every three years  

c. Networking, training and media 
i. Afternoon tea – with Cathy Day, Shane Ivers and Isabelle Scott attending 
ii. Midwest Chapter meeting – May 16th or 23rd – training with Steve Anstey at 

Marine Rescue building on Saturday and perhaps Yardarino School on 
Sunday 

d. Any other business 
i.  Bob asked about picture of railway station in reception room, Trish to put it 

back up  
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ii. Tour with John Sewell at Packout Room on Wednesay, Probus Club 28 in 
group 
 

10. Closure of 5th Meeting 
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 4.20pm 

 
Minutes confirmed under Rule 55(4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Baskerville 

Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


