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9th Meeting 
1.30pm, Friday 12th June 2026, Old Police Station, Dongara 

 
1. Opening and apologies 

a. Present: Bruce Baskerville, Trish Parker, Shirley Scotter, Nan Broad, John Vinci, Gail 

Spanier, Di Turnock, Kay Chapman, Jill Smith, Elyce Tunbridge (with Lucas Hughes) 

b. Apologies: John Vinci 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 
3. Minutes 

That the minutes of the eighth meeting of the 61st Committee held on 8th May 2026 be 
accepted as a true and accurate record.   

a.  Actions from last meeting – kneelers have been taken to Denison House, they are to 
be listed in Inventory as contents  

b. Any business arising not otherwise covered in the agenda 
R61/54 Minutes, Acceptance of 

That the minutes of the eighth meeting of the 61st Committee held on 8th May 2026 
be accepted as a true and accurate record.  
 Moved Gail Spanier seconded Jill Smith 
CARRIED 

 
4. Secretary and admin matters  

a. Correspondence –  
b. New Membership Applications – Nil 

 
5. Treasurer and financial matters  

a. Treasurer’s Report (Tabled)  
Current balances: 
General account $10,878.48 
Museum DGR Fund $27.670.99 
Term deposit $48,255.83 
Total $104,614.71 
R61/55 Payments, Approval Of 

That under Rule 38 the following payments be approved: Dongara Drilling and 

Electrical EWP $330; Sunset Takeaway $680; Sea Rescue Rental of Hall $247  

Moved Gail Spanier seconded Jill Smith 
CARRIED 

b. DGR Fundraising – fundraising page has gone live on Big Project Story on website, 
has a donation button. Need for action was highlighted when had roof fixed, roof 
man said this will only last 18 months to 2 years. Pie chart explains where that 
$1.5mil gets spent. Have received three online donations, two offline donations, we 
are on the way (2% of our target). Jill did a lot of work to get it going, thank you for 
that. Discussion of bookkeeping program Zero, may be an opportune moment to 
check it. Bruce, Jill and Elyce set up a working group to investigate report back. 
Treasurer’s Report, acceptance of 

R61/56 THAT the Treasurer’s Report be accepted 

Moved Jill Smith Seconded Di Turnock 

CARRIED 
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6. Donations – acceptances, requests for more information, etc  

Table and chairs Dongara Quilters 
Irwin Healy Collection John Scotter 
Two chairs Priory Michael Bau 
Single furrow from Don Barrett 
Peter Barrett gave photo, Kevin Hepworth house 
Photo of Guide Ros Cole District Commissioner  
Photo from the Op Shop of Anglican Church 
Donations, acceptance of 

R61/57 THAT the Treasurer’s Report be accepted 

Moved Kay Chapman Seconded Elyce Tunbridge 

CARRIED 
 

7. Research inquiries  
Visit from Parkers of NSW, relatives of Stan and Gratte, get them family tree of Pettit and 
Parker 
Family tree of Peter Reynolds, they came from South Perth  
Working on the history for Cam Sojan 

 Noted.  
 

8. General Business 
a. Estate 

i. Museum visitation 
 

 Packout Room Russ Cottage OPS Total 

May 2026 123 (113 adults, 10 
children) 

 67 (39 adults, 28 
children) 

150 (90 adults, 60 
children) 

340 

April 2026 197 (adults 143, 
children 53) (35 
Easter Sunday) 

53 (45 adults, 8 
children) 

89 (66 adults, 23 
children) 

339 

May 2025 131 (127 adults, 14 
children) 

18 (17 adults, 1 
child) 

111 (108 adults, 3 
child) 

270 

 
Facebook views – heritage trail has had very good visitor numbers, 
particularly Poppies, Dongara Hotel and the bakery. 
 

ii. Museum operations 
OPS – discussion re visitor who escaped from the backyard over the fence 
because he was locked in. Meeting suggested put an emergency number on 
the back wall – Trish. Class visits of Years 1 and 2, were very successful. 
Hand basin in men’s toilet has seized, get a plumber to look at it – Trish.  
Russ C – southern wall is in need of repair, Trish to contact Roy or Errol  
Packout Room – sign on blackboard is hard to move, volunteers have 
suggested the inside of door be chalk painted. Trish to contact Darren 
Austin.  
Yardarino – have hired EWP under the licence of Dave Murphy, fascia has 
been painted  
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b. Heritage 
1.Heritage Walk project – launch of plaques has been successfully conducted, Trish 
has acquitted grant  
2. Significance Project – Cathy Day’s draft final report has been received significance 
of Police Objects – agree that items be loaned to Police Museum  
3. Gas project – need to make interim report by end of this month, Bruce has 
entered all material into table, Shirl has some stuff out of newspapers,  
 interim report will come from Bruce 
4. Stock Route submission – Shire wants to change the purpose to road reserve. 
Murray Connell of SOI said Mingenew Shire is also dealing with it, Bruce sent 
submission to them too, it is on next Tuesday’s SOI agenda forum  
5. Hidden Valley street name – had to be done very quickly, Bruce suggested four 
names. Rhagodia Road will be called Seaberry. SOI’s Murray Connell knocked out  
Abrolhos. Landgate had said Bruce could ask for manual validation for roads before 
sent in, Bruce to ask for manual validation for Dutch shipwreck names. Kingfisher 
was originally knocked out because there is King St in Mingenew, but then Landgate 
said could have it. Murray offered the name to Ben Clarke and he took it as 
Kingfisher Boulevard. 
6. Packout Room – Bruce sent file note around re Bruce and Trish meeting with 
GFC’s Marc and Michael May, very productive. Lanes have concrete cancer so have 
to remove them. They were interested in the national significance of the collection, 
they are very conscious of their community involvement and the good story we are 
telling. 
7. OTMV ISSN assigned – number has been assigned after quite a lot of coming and 
going – the number is the one for an electronic publication. Bruce emailed Scoop to 
have it online, it is under the bookshop tab. 
 

c. Networking, training and media 
1. Chapter meeting –  
2. Yardarino school – Gail had suggested photo of Roy Butterfield, to 

be discussed further, maybe photos of people who have assisted.  
3. Cam Sojan visit – is arriving on Monday 10am, Jill will show the old 

police occurrence books and death certificate. On Tuesday Bruce to 
show him the sites of interest, then 2.30 afternoon tea with 
members 

 
d. Any other business 

1. AGM – date set for Saturday 14th August 
2. Wildflower season – Elyce declared interest in item, said that after 

the recent fires that Depot Hill was not good for wildflowers, asked 
to access James Drummond Walk. Meeting said that it is public 
access, Elyce might like to conduct her tours like we did for the 
conference  

3. Elyce is running a farm tours out of Geraldton, could she use 
Yardarino School for lunch, will make a donation. Meeting agreed, 
Trish to give key this afternoon 

4. Nan – questioned the make-up of Midwest Chapter and possibility 
of breaking up into smaller bits. Bruce talked about this to AMAGA’s 
Natalie and Kayla before the chapter meeting.  
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9. Closure of 5th meeting  
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 3.14pm 
 
Minutes confirmed under Rule 55(4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Baskerville 

Chair 

 
 


